Persistent atrial standstill--clinical, electrophysiological, and morphological study.
Persistent atrial standstill (PAS) is a rare disorder characterized by absence of atrial activity on the surface and intracavity electrograms, absence of atrial mechanical activity, and inability to electrically stimulate the atria. Four patients (ages 18-60 years) with PAS were evaluated. One of these (no. 3) only had right atrial (RA) standstill, whereas left atrium (LA) showed spontaneous activity and could be stimulated electrically. As RA biopsy is not possible, right ventricular (RV) endomyocardial biopsy (EMB) was obtained to identify possible atrial pathology that revealed inflammatory myocarditis, 2; amyloidosis, 1; and myocardial hypertrophy with fibrosis, 1. Three patients were given permanent pacemakers. One of these with amyloidosis died suddenly. One is lost to follow-up. The others cases are persisting with PAS.